
How do I register to vote?
1. Fill in the form attached to this leaflet.

2. Make sure you sign the declaration. 

3. Return your completed form as soon as
possible to your electoral registration 
office. You can find the address at
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Register as soon as you can, or it may 
be too late to vote in the next election.

Who can register to vote? 
n anyone 16 or over (but you cannot 

vote until your 18th birthday) 

n British or qualifying Commonwealth citizens.
Qualifying Commonwealth citizens are those
who have leave to enter or remain in the UK
or do not require such leave. 

n citizens of the Republic of Ireland or 
other European Union member states 

How can I vote?
You can vote in one of three ways.

n In person – at your local polling station on
election day. You will receive a poll card
before the election telling you where and
when to vote.

n By post – if you want your ballot paper sent
to you. This is useful if you think you will be
away from your registration address on
election day.

n By proxy – if you want someone else to
vote on your behalf. You must have a reason
to vote by proxy, for example, if you are
going to be abroad on election day.

To download a postal or proxy vote application
form, go to www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Please return this form
 to your electoral registration office. You can get

the address atw
w

w
.ab

outm
yvote.co.uk

P
lease 

stick a 
stam

p here

More information
If you have any questions about registering to
vote or about postal and proxy voting, contact
your electoral registration office.

In England and Wales, the electoral registration
office is based at your local council. In Scotland,
it may be a separate office.

For contact details, go to
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

This leaflet does not apply to Northern Ireland.
Visit www.eoni.org.uk for more information.

Other formats
Please visit www.aboutmyvote.co.uk if you
need voter registration information:

n as an audio file
n in large print
n in one of a number of other languages

For more information including to get 
leaflets in Braille please contact your 
electoral registration office.

© The Electoral Commission 2009EC28.3
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk
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Why should I register to vote?
Whether you live on campus or in town, in halls
or in rented accommodation, you are part of a
local community and are affected by the same
issues as everyone else. These issues include:

n  transport 
n  housing
n  crime 
n  health 
n  jobs 
n  sport and leisure facilities

You share the same issues, so share 
the same rights and register to vote.

Where should I register?
If you are a student living away from home, 
you may be able to register to vote at your 
home address and where you live at university 
or college.

This means that you have a choice about where
you vote. But remember, you can only use your
vote once in any single election.

To find out about elections in your area, go to
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk
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